75 Annual Meeting
th

Gibson County SWCD’s 75th Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday, February 1.
We were so happy to have the meeting in person and see all the familiar faces. We
had a great turn out—147 people attended! Dinner was included and catered by
Carriage Inn.
We started the evening with a welcome from Board Chairman Matt Michel. The
2021 Conservation Farmer of the Year went to the late David McKinney and was
accepted by his family. 2021 Friend of Conservation award went to Teeters Excavation. Brooklyn Johnson took top spot for the 5 th Grade Poster contest; 2nd place was
Rylan Daugherty; and 3rd was place Sydney Hubbard. We also recognized Aliyah
Grimm for her state winning 4-H projects.

We ended the night with entertainment provided by “Birds of Prey”. The crowd was
introduced to: Freya—Great Horned Owl; Noodle—Harris Hawk; Jet—American
Kestrel; Solo—Peregrine Falcon; and Diego—Spectacled Owl. These wonderful
creatures are part of the “World of Birds Sanctuary” located at 125 Bald Eagle
Ridge Rd, Valley Park MO 63088. Check out this website for info on these beautiful
birds, www.worldbirdsanctuary.org
From all of us at Gibson County SWCD, we thank you for attending. If you have
any questions or would like to make a donation, please contact our office or mail to
229 S 2nd Ave, Princeton IN 47670. Please see the list of generous donors for 2021
on the following two pages.
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Joe & Janith Goedde
Tom & April Graper
Dave Gress
Robert Haase Farms, Inc.
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Joe Newton
Travis & Terry Nolcox
Rick Obenshain
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Don Pflug Farms, Inc.
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Gary & Jean Pleiss
G & S Pohl Farms
Princeton Community HS FFA
Kenneth & Marcia Reising
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Rodney Schmidt
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Dennis & Diana Simpson
Violet Simpson
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Carol Ann Wilkerson
Larry & Mary Jane Williams
Witherspoon Farms

NRCS Accepting Applications to Protect Black River Headwaters
Indianapolis, IN, February 7, 2022 – Jerry Raynor, State Conservationist for Indiana USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced today that NRCS is accepting applications until
March 25 to be considered for the next round of funding to improve water quality in the Black River
watershed located in Posey & Gibson counties. This funding opportunity is made possible through
NRCS’ National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI).
NWQI provides a way to accelerate voluntary, on-farm conservation investments where they can deliver the greatest benefits for clean water. This targeted funding will help eligible farmers adopt conservation practices that will reduce the amount of nutrients flowing from agricultural land into waterways, curb erosion and improve the resiliency of working lands in the face of droughts and floods.
Recently, NRCS expanded the scope of NWQI to include source water protection, including both
surface and ground water public water systems. The goal of the Black River Watershed project is to
reduce pathogen, sediment and nutrient levels in the headwaters, specifically addressing elevated nitrate-nitrogen levels in Poseyville’s drinking water. This will be accomplished through an increased
implementation of conservation practices that help reduce the impact of agriculture within the watershed. The project will offer several conservation practices, but their focus will be on practices that
avoid, control and trap nutrients and sediment like no-till, conservation cover, cover crop, nutrient
management and pest management.
“By targeting small priority watersheds, we are helping farmers to deliver local water quality benefits
that contribute to large-scale improvements for the basin as a whole,” Raynor said.
Applications are accepted on a continuous basis but to be eligible for this round of funding,
all applications must be received by March 25. To learn more about NWQI, visit: National Water Quality Initiative | NRCS (usda.gov).
For more information about NRCS & other technical and financial assistance available through conservation programs, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted or contact your District Conservationist
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/contact/local/.

Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum L.)
by Lydia Spann, Pike/Gibson Technician
Invasive plants are becoming well known in southwest Indiana and more people are figuring
out that these types of plants are doing more harm than good to our local environments.
One common invasive plant that causes a huge issue in southwestern Indiana is Poison Hemlock. At first, people saw this plant as a potential candidate for adding more beauty to their
yards. Its attraction is probably due to its unique physical features, which include purple spotted stems, fern-like leaves, and white clustered flowers.
However, over time this plant has shown another side of itself. Poison Hemlock does not coexist well with other native plants; therefore, it has taken over the edges of roads, forests, farm
fields, ditches and more. Not only does this plant spread to nearby areas quickly, but it is also
poisonous to living organisms, such as animals and humans. It is important to be proactive
with the removal of this plant due to its tendency to quickly spread to nearby areas. Therefore,
here are a few ways to manage the spreading of this plant, which includes, mowing, cutting,
herbicide use and pulling by hand. Due to this plant being poisonous, people should take caution when removing this plant by hand and they should always remember to wear protective
gear, such as gloves.
Another factor to consider when removing and managing poison hemlock is timing. There are
certain times that this plant should be managed; if it is removed at the wrong time there is a
possibility that the plant will come back and/or spread more. Poison Hemlock spreads more
when they are close to being fully matured seeds and when mechanical equipment is being
used, which is around fall time. Herbicide use should be avoided when the plant is flowering,
which is around summer/fall time.
A great way to stay involved and informed about Poison Hemlock is by keeping up with updates and events that are provided by organizations that focus on educating the public and
managing the spread of invasive plants. Some organizations include Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management (SICIM), Cooperative Invasives Species Management (CISMA),
and your local SWCD.

STORMWATER EROSION CONTROL WORKSHOP
APRIL 6, 2022, 10am-3pm CDT (lunch provided)
CHANDLER COMMUNITY CENTER, 405 Community Center Dr, Chandler IN
10-11:15am

New Construction Site Requirements—Buffer & public notice requirements, Self-monitoring /in

11:15-12:00
12:00-1:00p
1:00-2:00p

LUNCH—TBA
Concrete Washout Requirements– New specs & standards for sizing.
Post-construction storm water quality measures—Detention, retention, SNOUT, etc. / Maintenance

2:00-2:45p

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan elements

spections & repairs

requirements / Soil health & stabilization procedures.

OPEN PANEL DISCUSSION & QUESTIONS/ANSWERS!!
NOTE: 4 Hours of PDH for Professional Engineers and 4 CEU Credits for Contractors will be provided.
RESERVE YOUR PLACE: kbarnhill@evansville.in.gov,
812-436-4977 or use the EVENTBRITE link below.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/storm-water-conference-for-contractors-and-engineers-tickets-269711713997
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report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may cause ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept
acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage
reporting deadline. Producers are encouraged to file their
acreage reports as soon as planting is completed.

You may

have already met her or spoken with her over the
phone recently. Jessie is our new Program Technician (PT) & she comes to us
with a strong ag background, and love and
passion for cattle. She grew up in rural
Warrick County & you may have seen her in the 4-H ring
with her cattle in the past. She graduated from Purdue University with degrees in Agri-Business & Animal Science. She
lives in northern Gibson County with her husband Tristan
on the family farm. Please give a warm welcome to our newest PT the next time you come in to visit us.

Gibson County Service Center is Currently
Open to Visitors

Most USDA service centers in Indiana are currently open to
visitors, however, Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), & Soil Water Conservation District (SWCD) request that you call ahead for an
appointment. Staff also continues to work with agricultural
producers via phone, email, & other digital tools.
Call your service center to schedule an appointment. You
can find contact information at farmers.gov/service-locator
or below for phone and email.

Maps for Acreage Reporting are Available

Maps are now available at the Gibson County FSA Office
for acreage reporting purposes. If you wish to receive your
maps by e-mail, please call our office or email any Gibson
County Program Technician at:
Joyce Schmitt 812-385-5033 x3114 or Joyce.Schmitt@usda.gov
Katy Mull 812-385-5033 x3109 or Katy.Mull@usda.gov
Anna Ellerman 812-385-5033 x3110 or Anna.Ellerman@usda.gov
Jessie Hope 812-385-5033 x3112 or Jessica.Hope@usda.gov

Acreage reporting deadlines for Gibson County:

•
•
•
•

June 20, 2022 Final date to submit Prevent Plant claim for Soybeans
July 5, 2022 Final date to submit Prevent Plant claim for Corn
July 15, 2022 Acreage reporting deadline for all crops
July 15, 2022 Final date to report production for preceding year for
farms in ARC/IC

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: New operators or owners who pick up a
farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed & the
crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership &
new producer crop share interest in the previously reported
crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation
must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership & producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the revision.
Acreage Reports: In order to maintain program eligibility
& benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to
file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline
may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA
will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year
after acreage reporting deadline.
Reporting Grazing Allotments: FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use
form “FSA-578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit
months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local
FSA office will need the grazing period start & end date and
the percent of public land.
Definitions of Terms: FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a
balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/ subfield) which is not planted or considered not
planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip
row.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are
part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land that is
normally planted is purposely kept out of production during
a regular growing season.
For more information, contact your Gibson County USDA
Service Center at 812-385-5033 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you
must file timely acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Staff & Committee Listings
SWCD meetings are held monthly… please see our Facebook page.
SWCD hours are M-F 8am-4pm. Due to the nature of our work, we are sometimes out of office. Please call 812-385-5033 first..

SWCD Board of Supervisors
Chairman
Kenny Page
Vice-Chairman
Dennis Simpson
Members
Don Colvin
Mark Marvel
Matt Michel
Associates
Cleoramae Stunkel
Earth Team Volunteers Gary Seibert
SWCD
District Coordinator
District Resource Specialist

Tabitha Anthis

812-635-3107
Melissa Heichelbech 812-635-3116

Natural Resource Conservation Svc (NRCS)
District Conservationist
Stephanie Mitchell, 812-635-3113
Farm Service Agency (FSA) www.fsa.usda.gov
County Executive Director
Janet Ault
Program Technicians
Anna Ellerman,
Katy Mull
Joyce Schmitt
Jessica Hope

812-635-3108
812-635-3110
812-635-3109
812-635-3114
812-635-3112

FSA County Committee Mark Marvel, Greg Reising, Adrian Stunkel
FSA Minority Member Mary Memmer

LEARN N BURN
WOODLAND PRESCRIBED FIRE WORKSHOP
April 1, 2022, 9am-3pm EDT
Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center
11371 E Purdue Farm Rd, Dubois IN 47527

Gibson County Soil & Water Conservation District
229 S 2nd Ave * Princeton IN 47670
Phone: 812-385-5033, option 3
www.GibsonSWCD.org

Non-Profit Organization
Bulk Rate—US Postage
PAID
Shoals IN 47581
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Follow us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/GibsonSWCD

Newsletter is compliments of the following donors that help make our programs successful.
When doing business with them, please let them know that you saw their ad here!

GOEDDE OIL, INC.
1240 E SR 68
Haubstadt IN 47639

1-800-758-6196

All Gibson County SWCD programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.

